
Language Arts 
 

Grade 7 / Week 7 
 

Standards Covered this Week 
� LAFS.7.L.3.4.a: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 

reading and content, by using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function 
in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

� LAFS.7.L.3.4.d: Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

� LAFS.7.RL.2.6: Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a 
text. 

 
 

Name 
 
Teacher 
 

A Note to Parents 
We are continuing the “New Perspectives” thematic unit with a short story entitled “Main Street” by Jacqueline 
Woodson. Please note, this text focuses on the internal thinking of an eleven-year-old girl who recently lost her mother 
to cancer. If your child has recently experienced a loss and expresses a need to focus on lighter subjects, you may wish 
to discuss with your child and his or her teacher whether an alternative assignment might be a better fit. This text also 
candidly discusses instances of racial prejudices and provides great opportunities for discussion with you and your 
child. 
 
 Here are some optional online resources to support or extend your student’s thinking: 

• This text is also available through CommonLit, which provides an audio read-aloud, translation, and online 
annotation features. Students should access CommonLit through their ClassLink. 
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/fyc-main-street 

• Hear an audio version of the short story on YouTube https://youtu.be/-k1ld4418wU  
• Learn more about the author and her many best-selling books at https://www.jacquelinewoodson.com/ 
• View pictures of the fall foliage of New Hampshire to understand the draw the narrator discusses 

https://www.wcvb.com/article/20-reasons-to-fall-in-love-with-new-england-foliage/29488562# 
 
 
 



Day 1, Activity 1: Vocabulary 
Step 1: Based on the context sentence and the photo, write down your best prediction for the definition of each word. 
The first one is done for you. 

1. Conduct 

 
2. Erupt 

 
3. Outspoken 

 
 
Step 2: The below definitions are written in the order of the vocabulary above. Copy the correct definition for each word 
onto the lines in your packet. How close were your predictions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.To carry out an activity or process, often to gain information 
2.To burst out loudly 
3.Willingness to openly speak one’s mind 



Day 1, Activity 2: Quick Write 
What is the difference in a real friend and a fake friend? How do you act differently around the two people? Explain. 
               

               

               

               

               

               

                

 
Day 2, Activity 1: Vocabulary Practice 
Step 1: Fill in the blanks using the correct vocabulary word to complete each scenario. You may have to change the form 
of the word (ex: go, going, gone). 
Step 2: Explain why the vocabulary word best fits based on context clues provided in the scenario. 

 

1. Deangelo realized he did not know the new owner of the big mansion in town. He decided to ask around to 

determine if anyone in the town new the mystery owners. 

Deangelo       a survey because       

               

2. Deangelo knew he needed to go to the General Store manager to get the real answers. Mrs. Norton was always 

ready to be honest about her opinion on a situation. Even though she was often annoying, Deangelo knew that 

he could expect her to tell him the whole truth. 

Mrs. Norton is       because        

               

3. Deangelo couldn’t control the sound of shock and amazement that escaped his lips when Mrs. Norton told him 

the names of the new town residents. His uncontrollable stuttering lasted for what seemed like forever; he was 

so shocked someone so famous lived in his town! 

Deangelo’s reaction    because       

               

 
Day 2 & 3: Active Reading 
Today, we are going to read “Main Street” about a girl who sees her friends in a new way. During our reading, we’re 
continuing to work on analyzing point of view. 
Refresh your memory by filling in the blanks: 

• Point of view is               

• Authors develop point of view through a character’s     ,         , and 

     . 

Example: Every single day, Bryan wakes up at 5 o’clock in the morning to take a 10-mile jog. Then, he goes to the gym to lift 
weights. Afterwards, he does 20 laps in the pool. And this is before he goes to practice with the team every afternoon! 
Bryan is relentless about training because he is extremely dedicated and exercises all of the time. 

Conducted    Erupted    Outspoken     



 

Section 1 

 



 
Section 2 

 



 
Section 3 

 



 
Section 4 

 



 
 
Day 4, Activity 1: Application of Vocabulary 
Answer each question in 1-2 complete sentences. Make sure that you use the underlined vocabulary word in your 
answer. 

1. Why is it important to conduct a poll before claiming you know how a group of people feel about a topic? 

              

              

               

2. Why wouldn’t you want to be nearby during a volcanic eruption? 

              

              

               

3. How can being outspoken be both positive and negative? 

              

              

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 4, Activity 2: Text-Dependent Questions 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 5: Wearing the Mask 
Now that you have read three texts from this unit, consider the following main question as you reflect: 

• What does it mean to (figuratively) wear a mask, and why do people often wear them? 
Be sure to consider characters who wore figurative masks in each text. Use textual evidence from “Sol Painting, Inc.”, 
“We wear the Mask” and “Main Street” in your graphic organizer. 
 
Feeling repetitive or running out of things to say? Consider these questions when finding your quotes or making your 
commentary: 

• How does Papi from “Sol Painting, Inc.” resemble the speaker in “We Wear the Mask”? 
• What do you think the narrator in “Main Street” would have to say to Merci from “Sol Painting, Inc.”? Why? 
• What does hiding behind a mask provide someone? 

 
Text Title Evidence & Paragraph # My Explanation 
“Sol Painting, 
Inc.” 

  

“We Wear the 
Mask” 

  

“Main Street”   

 


